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28       SIDESMEN'S  REPORTS
At episcopal, archidiaconal (and possibly ruridecanal) visitations it
was required that " sidesmen" (synods-men) should appear from each
parish to testify. Very few of such testimonies have been preserved ; the
following, which go into more intimate detail than any others, are translated
from the register of Bp Stapeldon of Exeter, in the order in which they
are entered by the editor (F. C. Hingeston-Randolph, 1892). The visi-
tation took place in 1301.
(p. 107,) Clyst Honiton. They say that their parish priest
is of honest life and good conversation, and hath been there
22 years, honestly fulfilling his priestly office in all that per-
taineth to a parish priest; but he is now broken with age and
insufficient for the cure of the parish.
(p. in.) Colyton. They say that sir Robert [Blond], their
Vicar, is an honest man and preacheth to them as best he
can [guatenus novit\ but not sufficiently, as they think1.
They say also that his predecessors were wont to call in the
Friars to instruct them for the salvation of their souls; but
this Vicar careth not for them, and, if by chance they come,
he receiveth them not and giveth them no help on their way;
wherefore they beseech that he may be reprimanded.
(p. 130.) Culmstock. They say that William their Vicar
is a man of good life and honest conversation, as also is his
Clerk; and he teacheth his parishioners well in the visitation
of the sick and the baptism of infants, and in all those things
pertaining to his office, except that, as it seems to them, he
tarrieth too long between Matins and Mass on feast-days;
they know naught else to reprehend in him.
(p, 133.) Dawlish. They say that the Vicar, whom they
hold for a good man, resideth not personally, but hath in his
place sir Adam* a Chaplain, who beareth himself well and
honestly and teacheth them excellently in spiritual things.
1 The ignorance of the parish clergy was often astounding; a good many records
of tneir examinations are translated in A Medieval Garner, pp. 270-9. Roger
Bacon puts it only a little more brutally than Ids contemporaries Thomas Aquinas
and Bonaventura when he writes "just as boys gabble through the psalter which
- they have learnt; and as clerks and country priests recite the church services (of
which they understand little or nothing) like brute beasts " (,0pp. Xned.t R. S.,
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